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TIMES IS ‘ARD?

The current global economic 

problems need no further 

commentary from me, given their 

domination of the news for the 

past several months.

AAL is not immune from such 

pressures given aviation is an obvious 

global industry by its very nature.

However, our results have been 

very mixed, ranging between the 

best month in our history last 

October, and this February being 

worse than last year (albeit last 

year was a 29 day month). 

Overall we are still showing 

positive growth in the financial 

year to date – a position envied 

by many industries perhaps.

There are a number of recent 

pro-active actions which will assist 

the year end position – additional 

Jetstar services to Perth, increased 

Qantas frequency to Darwin, Tiger’s 

new based operations and twice 

weekly Qantaslink services to 

Kalgoorlie. On the other hand, 

Air New Zealand will be reducing 

their Auckland services to five 

weekly at the end of the month 

and load factors generally are 

down – hence a number of 

bargains currently on offer. 

We are of course still in discussion 

with a number of potential new 

services with international carriers. 

The economic scenario described 

will have an impact on our physical 

terminal and related extensions. 

Whilst we will continue the 

planning and documentation 

phases, we will not be moving 

to construction until the traffic 

situation improves and financial 

markets return to normal. More 

detail can be found through our 

Master Plan review documents, 

which will be on public display 

(all being well) from May until 

July this year (see separate 

article for details).

In the meantime, Airservices 

Australia and AAL have agreed a 

final site for the new Control Tower, 

where work should begin later 

in the year. We have signed 

Memorandum of Understandings 

with SA Water to investigate 

together the potential for Aquifer 

Storage and Recharge on the airport 

site and work to reduce carbon 

emissions continues.

In the longer term, when traffic 

picks up again, as it surely will, 

we will be well placed to handle 

the growth demands placed on our 

staff and facilities going forward in 

a much more sustainable manner.

Phil Baker

MD’s comments
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you served us well
The former Domestic Terminal building 

is finally coming down. Containing some 
asbestos contamination and an 
underground pipeline from the original 
fuel hydrant facility, the building is being 
demolished as in addition to the above 
concerns it has been assessed as 
uneconomical to refurbish. 

Originally built in the early 1950’s 
and opened in 1957 as a “temporary“ 
facility, it is referred to with affection 
as the “DTB”. Over its term, it has 
seen many additions and upgrades and 
housed many airlines including Airlines 
of South Australia, EMU Airlines, Whyalla 
Airlines, TAA, Qantas Domestic, Ansett 
and Virgin Blue. 

The demolition commenced in December 
2008 and is scheduled for completion at 
the end of April 2009. The works are being 
carried out by a specialist contractor in 
McMahon Services who are experienced in 
asbestos removal and major demolition works. 

Under the Master plan for Adelaide 
Airport the site has been identified 
for future expansion of regional services, 
and it is envisaged that a purpose-built 
structure will be situated on the same 
location in the years to come.

Aviation security was considered in 
the approach to this task with 200m of 
1.8m security fencing installed to ensure 
that the project does not compromise 
security or affect airline operations. 

Equally, the environment and 
conservation of our resources have 
not been ignored in this project with 
the demolished product being separated 
on-site and sent for re-use. The project 
has a waste minimisation target of 98%, 
and is well on track to achieving this. 
Metal is being separated into 
lightweight and heavy for recycling 
separately. Brick, glass and concrete 
are being re-used as an alternative 
form of road-base, and the combustible 
items are being re-used as an 
alternative fuel source. The project 
also has constant air monitoring in 
place to ensure protection of the 
surrounding environment.

The old DTB



a team success - aal to host 8th annual Asia-pacific route development forum
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Adelaide Airport Limited and the State 
Government mounted a very professional 
bid to host the 8th Annual Asia-Pacific 
Route Development Forum, also known 
as Routes Asia, in Adelaide April 2010.

Despite heavy and well supported 
opposition from other Australian regions 
the South Australian team was successful.

When formally announced at the 
7th Annual Forum in Hyderabad this 
month, Phil Baker, Managing Director 
of Adelaide Airport, expressed his 
delight at being able to showcase 
Adelaide Airport and the State 
of South Australia to the leading 
Asia-Pacific airline route planners.

“This event is a unique opportunity for 
South Australia and Adelaide Airport to 
showcase the city, its regions and the 
airport as an air service destination to the 
decision makers in Asia-Pacific air travel,” 
Mr Baker said.

With in excess of 400 delegates 
representing airport and airlines

throughout Asia-Pacific the opportunity 
to grow tourism destinations through the 
airlines that serve Asia-Pacific and to 
showcase South Australia as a valuable 
destination is priceless.

In addition, Mr Baker was pleased to 
be able to advise that our own national 
carrier QANTAS has been named as the

preferred carrier for the event. QANTAS 
is a strong supporter of Adelaide 
domestically and provides many 
connections to valued international 
services. Having QANTAS as the preferred 
carrier further enhances our relationship 
with potential to grow the business 
for all stakeholders.

Further information on the events 
surrounding the 8th Annual Asia-Pacific 
Routes Development Forum will be 
published through this newsletter, 
on the AAL web site and through a 
comprehensive marketing campaign with 
our host partner, SA Tourism Commission.

The outback

A wine region

Panoramic views

City skyline
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a revised plan boys and their toys
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Adelaide Airport Limited periodically 
prepares a Master Plan and Environment 
Strategy for both Adelaide and Parafield 
Airports. This process is mandated by 
Federal Act – the Airports Act 1996 
as amended and Regulations.

Within the Act there is a requirement 
to review these plans each five years and 
as the current approved Plans were 
signed by the then Minister in 2004 
we are now obliged to undertake the 
requisite consultation and review of the 
documents. Strict guidelines exist in 
relation to the consultative process with 
a target presentation to the Minister for 
Infrastructure Transport Regional 
Development and Local Government 
by late October 2009.

Already we have completed exposure 
consultation with Federal, State and 
Local Government agencies and 
representatives and held public meetings 
with the communities surrounding both 
Adelaide and Parafield Airports.

Our timetable going forward 
is as follows:
•	 Lodge	an	Exposure	Draft	with	the	

(Federal) Department of Infrastructure 
late March 2009;

•	 Prepare	and	display	a	Preliminary	
Draft Master Plan for public comment 
by late May 2009;

•	 Assess	and	give	due	regard	to	
comments received by late July 2009;

•	 Present a Draft Master Plan to the 
Minister in August 2009; and if approved

•	 Publicly	advise	of	the	approved	Master	
Plan late October 2009.
A significant change to the documents 

this review process will be to attempt to 
make both documents more user friendly.

To that end we propose to trial 
amalgamating both documents into 
the one with four distinct volumes via:-
•	 Land	Use	Planning;
•	 Sustainability	Strategies;
•	 Traffic	Access;	and
•	 Community	Consultation.

Further consultation and invitation

for comments will be extended to the 
community and stakeholders through 
public notice advertisements, local 
government libraries, AAL web site and 
newsletters, media comment and the 
public speaking circuit, to mention a few.

Please feel free to contact us and 
discuss the airports’ future at any time.

Just prior to Christmas 08 the Adelaide 
Hills came alive to the thunder of hundreds 
of motor bikes drowning out any hope 
of hearing the over-flight of aircraft.

It wasn’t a bikie rumble but an 
organised Toy Run to raise some 

worthwhile presents for children 
from an under-privileged background.

The bike owners all gathered for 
the run through the Hills to Hahndorf 
where they handed over the gifts carried 
in many and assorted ways on these 

two wheel bitumen Boeings.
Adelaide Airport staff members Tony 

De Vroome (sounds the same as his bike) 
and James Low were sponsored by 
Adelaide Airport Ltd, which was proud to 
present gifts to this worthwhile cause.

Adelaide Airport Ltd has been saddened 
by the passing of board member and 
former Chairman, Graham Scott on 
December 24, 2008 at the age of 64.

Mr Scott was a foundation board 
member and AAL’s inaugural Chairman 
when the company was formed in 1998. 
He also was a Member of AAL’s Audit & 
Compliance Committee and Property 
Development & Building Committee.

Holding a Bachelor of Economics 
(Honours) Degree, Mr Scott has been 

an academic economist at Flinders 
University, and has served as 
South Australia’s gas regulator, director 
of the universities’ superannuation scheme 
and chairman of SA’s local government 
superannuation scheme.

He is survived by a wife and two sons.
On behalf of AAL’s Chairman, Directors, 

executive team and staff, I pass on our 
condolences to his family.

Phil Baker - Managing Director

vale graham scott

...is a requirement to 

review these plans 

every five years...
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freight takes off - OPEN FOR BUSINESS
Adelaide Airport is defying the 

downward trend in South Australian 
exports sent by air to its international 
trading partners.

For the first time, more than half of 
South Australia’s air freight exports (by 
volume) are now flown direct from Adelaide 
Airport to international destinations as 

opposed to via the eastern states. This 
compares with only 30 per cent flying 
direct from Adelaide just 6 years ago.

While the volume of air exports out of 
South Australia has dropped by 4.1 per 
cent in the 12 months to October 2008, 
the amount being freighted out of Adelaide 
Airport direct to overseas destinations, as 

opposed to via the eastern states, has 
increased by 12.1 per cent over the 
same period.

A total of 9,082 tonnes of cargo with 
a value of $295 million flew direct from 
Adelaide Airport to international markets 
over the past year.

Overall, a total of 17,019 tonnes of 
South Australian exports with a value of 
$794 million were transported by air to 
their international destinations, including 
those travelling via Sydney and Melbourne.

The volume percentage of exports 
travelling direct out of Adelaide Airport 
has also increased significantly from 
48.9 per cent last year to 53.4 per cent 
this year. In 2001/02 prior to the 
implementation of a dedicated Singapore 
Airlines freighter, only 30.9 per cent 
of exports by volume travelled overseas 
direct out of Adelaide Airport.

Adelaide Airport Ltd Managing 
Director, Phil Baker, said the increase 
in international flights out of Adelaide 
since the opening of the new terminal 
had also opened up new freight 
destinations and more options for 
exporters and freight forwarders.

“Flying direct to international 
destinations without having to stop over in 
the eastern states saves considerable time 
and adds value to our exports, so it’s no 
surprise exporters are making the most of 
the new opportunities that have opened 
up,” Mr Baker said.

“There are now 32 international flights 
a week out of Adelaide Airport travelling 
to Singapore, Hong Kong, Kuala Lumpur 
and Auckland with excellent connections 
to the UK, Europe, China, Japan and the 
United States.”

“In addition, AAL’s main deck pallet 
loader and 20 foot pallet dolly are made 
available free of charge to the freight 
industry in assisting in loading and 
unloading air freight.”

South Australia’s top three air export 
destinations by volume are Hong Kong, 
Japan and Singapore. The top three 
destinations by value are Hong Kong, 
United States and Japan.
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As a neighbouring facility that serves the 
community, and with Adelaide Airport staff 
as members, we are a proud to be a sponsor 
of the Henley Surf Life Saving Club.

On 14 February 2009, the club 
undertook its annual major fundraising 
event The West Beach Community 
Bank Henley SLSC Big Row with 
club members rowing 68 km across 
Gulf St Vincent from Stansbury on the 
Yorke Peninsula to the club rooms at 
Henley Beach. 

Adelaide Airport Ltd has been an ongoing 
and valued major sponsor of The Big Row 
since its inception in 2007. Other major 
sponsors include Quantum Stone, KPMG, 
Flinders Ports, CMI Toyota and Clubs SA. 

On the day, the surfboat departed 
Stansbury at 6am and thanks to relatively 

smooth conditions arrived at Henley 
Beach slightly ahead of time just before 
2:30pm. There were five crews who 
participated with the rowing including 
male, female and junior crews ranging 
in age from 17 to 73. Adelaide Airport’s 
Maintenance Manager Phil Hogan was 
among these rowers – being selected in 
the “Finishing Crew” at Henley Beach.

As part of a National Surf Life Saving 
Program to educate school children living 
in regional areas, members of Henley 
SLSC also conducted a 2 hour Beach 
Safety session for students of Stansbury 
Primary School on Friday 13 February. 
The session included beach and surf 
safety tips, recognising danger spots, 
how to stay safe at the beach and some 
activities based on the popular Nipper 

program conducted by all Surf Life Saving 
Clubs around Australia.

In total, the event raised over $52,000 
thanks to the generosity of sponsors and 
the wider community. All money raised 
will contribute towards the estimated 
$3.2 million required to redevelop the 
new club rooms, which are in urgent 
need of upgrading. 

Henley SLSC holds the mantle of being 
the State’s first Surf Lifesaving Club, 
established in 1925, and has saved over 
800 lives since its inception. The “Big 
Row” is a permanent fixture on the club’s 
calendar, and will be held again in 2010. 
Henley Surf Life Saving Club thanks 
Adelaide Airport for their generous 
ongoing support with The Big Row. 

www.henleyslsc.com.au

WELL DONE

Training at Stansbury



At the City of West Torrens Australia 
Day festivities, Adelaide Airport Ltd was 
pleased to accept the 2009 Australia Day 
Business Award from the Mayor of the 
City of West Torrens, John Trainer.

Adelaide Airport Limited Managing 
Director, Phil Baker, said “the airport 
rated very highly its relationship with 
local government and particularly 
neighbouring councils.”

“Despite the odd difference of opinion 
on local issues, we feel our working 
relationship with the City of West Torrens 

has been strengthened in recent times,” 
Mr Baker said.

“We have achieved significant progress 
in working with the local community 
on important local planning and 
environmental issues such as stormwater 
catchment and relocation of the 
airport’s helicopter base away from 
residential areas.”

“We would like to thank West Torrens 
City Council for this award, and see it as 
a strong sign of faith towards building 
stronger ties with the local community.”
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airport receives council award

The State Government and Adelaide 
Airport Limited will partner in a feasibility 
study to investigate the potential of 
harvesting and storing stormwater at 
the airport site.

Minister for Water Security, Karlene 
Maywald, announced that SA Water and 
Adelaide Airport Limited have signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding and will 
each contribute 50% of the cost towards 
the study, and that it is to be complete 
by end of April 2009.

“The feasibility study will investigate 
stormwater treatment options and 
aquifer storage capacity at Adelaide 
Airport,” she said.

Adelaide Airport Limited Managing 
Director Phil Baker said investigations 
into the possibility of an Aquifer Storage 
and Re-use (ASR) project at Adelaide 
Airport were still in the early stages.

“We have the twin possibility of 
managing a significant parcel of land and 
the opportunity to capture and harvest 
stormwater from the Keswick-Brownhill 
Creek and possibly the Sturt River,” 
Mr Baker said.

“We didn’t wish to embark on this 
investigation on our own because such 
water initiatives are not our core 

business, so we welcome the opportunity 
to work with the State Government 
through SA Water to investigate the 
feasibility of this project.”

Minister Maywald said the joint SA 
Water and Adelaide Airport study is the 
first of many planned studies with the 
intention to have stormwater used for 
parks, gardens and industry use.

“The Stormwater Management 
Authority is undertaking an urban study 
to identify potential new sites for major 
stormwater capture and storage,” she said.

“The study at Adelaide Airport will help 
form part of the overall findings and is 
another example of government and private 
enterprise working together to find ways to 
reduce reliance on existing water supplies.”

water study
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adelaide’s new retail hub
Easter is fast approaching, and 

Adelaide Airport’s T1 once again will 
be hopping with activity as thousands 
of people head off on a long weekend 
and the start of school holidays.

Having survived ‘Mad March’ with 
events like the Fringe, Clipsal 500, 
Adelaide Cup and Womadelaide, 
Adelaide Airport is now gearing up for 
the Easter and school holiday rush.

Being such a busy period, it is 
always advisable for passengers to 
allow a little extra time for getting 
to the airport, checking in and getting 
to the gate lounge.

Chances are everything will run 
smoothly, which will leave you more 
time to explore the fantastic range 
of retail stores now open in T1. Plus 
there are several great places to grab 
a bite to eat or relax over a coffee or 
cleansing ale.

If you want to give the Easter bunny 
a helping hand, visit selected outlets to 
find special Easter gifts.

No-one likes to sit around waiting for 
their flight, so as the T1 Shopping logo 
says – “Make the most of every moment” 
and see what the retail stores have on offer.

To find out more about T1 Shopping 
as well as dining at T1, go to 
www.aal.com.au/t1/shopping.aspx

Purely Australian
Shop 26, T1 Level 2 ph 8234 4003

Nothing says ‘Australian fashion icons’ 
like a pair of Ugg Boots or a Drizabone coat.

Purely Australian stocks a big range 
of clothing that reflects the mood, 
colours and individuality of the country, 
including some of our most well-known 
fashion items.

As Australia’s leading retailer of 
Australian made clothing, Purely 
Australian stocks a big range of cute kids 
clothing, stunning knitwear for men and 
women, casual sweats and tees, and 
leisurewear made from natural cotton.

The store also stocks a great range 
of bags and accessories, all made from 

uniquely Australian materials such as 
the finest kangaroo leather.

Purely Merino
Shop 8, T1 Level 2 ph 8234 4175

Australia is the world’s largest supplier 
of wool, and merino wool is considered 
the finest in the world.

So it makes sense that a store called 
‘Purely Merino’ would stock a diverse 
range of the highest quality wool products 
you can find anywhere in the world.

The beauty of Australian merino wool 
is that it can be made into the finest 
of dresses by a top fashion designer, 
or into a wonderfully warm jacket.

Purely Merino stocks top labels 
including Metallicus, and all are made 
from fine quality Australian wool. Some 
products also are blended with cashmere, 
alpaca, angora and even possum.

The store also offers footwear as well 
as a selection of skincare and gorgeous 
homewares – perfect for gift giving on 
your travels.

Make the most of the moment.
More than 25 specialty stores • newsagency • toys • gifts • food

concept plan only

The Mayor and MD



•	 An	estimated	7	billion	cigarette	butts	
end up in Australian waterways, streets 
and parklands each year.

•	 80	million	plastic	bags	are	dumped	in	
Australia each year - creating a serious 
threat to our precious marine life. 

•	 33%	of	all	items	collected	on	Clean	Up	
Australia Day 2007 were plastic - 
recycling one tonne of plastic saves 
enough energy to run a refrigerator 
for a month. 

•	 Recyclable	material	makes	up 
almost 80% of total household waste 
in Australia. 

To date, Clean Up Australia Day 
participants have collected over 200,000 
tonnes of rubbish - that’s 4.7 million 
household wheelie bins!

Patawalonga Creek Conservation 
Zone is regularly registered as a site  
or Clean up Australia Day. On 
March 21st, 2009, 9 volunteers 
attended the site and collected a total 
of 15 garbage bags of rubbish from 
the creekline, which prevents this litter 
from drowning resident fish, frogs, 
ducklings and turtles, and potentially 
entering the sea.

If you would like to be involved, you 
can register via the Clean Up Australia Day 
website http://events.cleanup.org.
au/?Patawalonga+Creek (click on the 
‘volunteer’ link), or alternatively, register 
your interest by contacting the Environment 
Department for further details. 

Clean Up Australia Day is held every 
year in March. The simple easy action of 
volunteering to pick up litter can protect 
the health of our water resources. Every 
individual can make a difference to the 
health of the environment.

Each year hundreds of thousands 
of Australians get stuck in and clean 
up their local environment by collecting 
and removing rubbish on Clean Up 
Australia Day.

The Facts:
•	 Australians are among the highest producers 

of waste, per person, in the world.

Stephanie Bolt

ENVIRONMENT 
MANAGER’S MESSAGE

      clean up australia day
                                 at  patawalonga creek
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Welcome to the first edition of 

Green Landing for 2009 - we have 

yet another busy year ahead of us! 

With the silt ponds now 

removed, AAL is gearing up for 

revegetation of the eastern portion 

of the Patawalonga Creek 

Conservation Zone. Over 17,000 

native plants have been ordered 

from Greening Australia, with 

another 3,000 grown right 

here in the AAL plant nursery. 

These will be planted out over 

a number of community events 

during June to coincide with the 

onset of the season’s rains. Other 

achievements this last quarter 

also include the introduction of 

commingled recycling for the 

AAL offices, reducing the volumes 

of waste, implementation of the 

GIS system (see article over page), 

and we’re most excited about the 

potential for AAL to become a part 

of an ASR scheme. 

Stage 1 of the T1 & AAL offices 

waste audit has been completed, 

and stage 2 will commence shortly, 

highlighting further opportunities to 

divert waste from landfill. Stage 1 

indicated positive feedback from 

the tenants contacted, who were 

enthusiastic to assist with recycling 

where possible. 

A Certificate of Environmental 

Recognition will be awarded to 

Virgin Blue for replacing wooden 

wheel chocks with more durable 

recycled plastic ones. Another will 

be awarded to Woolworths for their 

extensive efforts to reduce their 

power demand with innovative 

refrigeration and storage design, 

and responsible waste management 

procedures. These will be presented 

at the upcoming Tenant Environment 

Group meeting. 

Construction of the Sustainability 

Plan has commenced after a 

series of public consultation 

meetings. This is the sister 

document to the Master Plan. 

It will follow the same timetable, 

and is due for finalisation late 

October 2009.

Stephanie Bolt Volunteers at Pat Creek, Clean Up Australia Day



After several years of planning, nine 
months of construction and 20 truckloads 
of stock, the brand new Woolworths 
supermarket at Harbour Town is open. 
The approximate 3900m2 store is the 
result of a multi million dollar development 
and equivalent dollar fit-out.

Woolworths released its sustainability 
strategy in 2007 which aims to 
introduce energy efficiency measures 
to reduce their carbon footprint and 
operating costs. As a result, the new 
store incorporates several energy 
efficiency features, including carbon 
dioxide refrigeration, manual covers on 
the freezers, night blinds for the store’s 
fridges and light dimmers.

A new green waste initiative has also 
been instigated. Rather than sending 
green waste to landfill, as much as 
possible is sent to local farms and 
nurseries to use as animal feed or 
fertiliser. Woolworths are also working 

with Agribusiness Advisory Research to 
develop a program to ensure the safe 
and environmentally sustainable 
recycling of fruit and vegetable waste.

A recent visit to the facility by AAL 
also revealed a film plastic compactor 
for baling soft plastics for recycling, and 
an impressively tidy waste transfer area. 
Regularly maintained by the use of a 
vacuum blower, litter is collected in the 
loading dock, preventing it from blowing 
airside. This level of tidiness, in addition 
to a curtain drawn across the transfer 
area, also prevents birds such as gulls, 
being attracted to the area. 

Woolworths looks forward to 
showcasing these achievements with a 
tour scheduled to occur at an upcoming 
tenant environment meeting. 

...the new store 
incorporates several 
energy efficiency features...

green tick for woolworths
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The GIS system is finally up and 
running! What does this mean? 
It means that all the bird counts taken 
by the University of Adelaide over the 
airport over the past 20 years, and all 
the bird strike records, can now be 
queried to generate interactive maps 
which spatially display bird numbers 
and strikes. 

We can now perform strike analysis 
querying by date, between dates, aircraft 
operator, phase of flight, season and 
species. We can also perform bird census 
analysis by querying species per date, 
bird species between dates, total birds 
per date and total birds between dates. 

This will allow AAL to discover any 
trends or correlations between bird 
numbers/species in certain areas, so that 
informed decisions can be made as to 
how best manage bird ‘hot spots’. 

As we become more familiar with 
the new powerful tool, the flora and 
insect monitoring program and 
vegetation management data can also 
be linked to the GIS system. This will 
enable such information to be queried, 
allowing us to draw correlations between 
these factors and bird numbers within 
the aerodrome. 

gis system up and running
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Thanks to AirServices Australia, 
Adelaide residents can now see in real 
time the exact location of aircraft in flight 
around Adelaide and Parafield Airports. 
Similarly, communities around the airports 
of Perth, Melbourne, Canberra, Sydney, 
Coolangatta, Brisbane and Cairns will also 
be able to track aircraft movements.

The WebTrak website was officially 
launched in December by the Hon 
Anthony Albanese, Minister for 
Infrastructure, Transport, Regional 
Development and Local Government.

It’s simple to log on to the website and 
see under ‘live’ mode the height, location 
and flight path of arriving and departing 
aircraft. For security reasons, however, 
this information is on a 40 minute delay. 
Any aircraft movements within the 
previous two weeks can also be viewed 
under ‘replay’ mode.

The information is sourced from 
air traffic control radars and displays 
movements within 55 kilometres of 
the airport and up to a height of 
3,000 metres.

AirServices Australia has announced 
it will be upgrading the service in April 
to further improve the public’s access 
to this information.

WebTrak can be viewed at 
www.airservicesaustralia.com/webtrak - 
from there log in and click on the 
link to Adelaide.

Should any resident have a concern 
about aircraft noise, AirServices 
Australia can still be contacted through 
its national hotline on 1800 802 584 
(free call) or website.

new flight tracking tool

legend - number of total strikes 1987-2009
1-3 4-8 9-14 15-34 35-58

The “hot” spots



Giant pandas, world renowned and 
globally admired icon of China, are among 
the world’s most endangered species. Once 
inhabiting the widespread bamboo forests 
of China, clearing and development has 
restricted the giant panda habitat to but 
a few central mountain ranges. It is 
estimated that the wild population is only 
1500 – 3000. China has 239 giant 
pandas in captivity, with 27 residing in 
zoos outside of China. This number is soon 
to rise to 29. 

In late 2009 giant pandas Wang Wang 
& Funi, bred in captivity at the Wolong 
Nature Reserve in China, will be taking up 
residence at the Adelaide Zoo. Wang Wang 
& Funi’s new outdoor $20 million habitat, 
currently under construction, will feature 
a refrigerated rock and a cubbing den. 
That’s right, a cubbing den! It is hoped 
that a fruitful romance will blossom 
between the two. The zoo will house the 
two pandas for 10 years as part of 
a worldwide breeding program under a 
cooperative agreement signed between 
the China Wildlife Conservation Association 
and Zoos SA. 

Building their open-air enclosure, 
feeding and caring for the pandas is a 
huge financial challenge. Adelaide Airport 

Limited has opted to support this worthy 
cause by becoming a part of ‘Pandas on 
Parade’. This is a year long event 
developed to generate funding to help 
ensure not only a great future for Wang 
Wang & Funi, but pandas in the wild and 
breeding programmes worldwide. As part 
of this event, AAL have sponsored a panda 
model, for which AAL is now ‘the keeper’. 
Our panda has been named Xiang 
(pronounced ‘Sheahng’) meaning “to circle 
in the air (like a bird).” Xiang has been 
painted by Adelaide artist Emma Hack, 
and AAL was introduced to their panda at 
a presentation event hosted at Adelaide 
Zoo on February 6th. Xiang is now ours for 
the duration of the Pandas on Parade event 
which will culminate with the arrival of 
Wang Wang and Funi at Adelaide Zoo – 
via Adelaide Airport from Beijing Airport - 
around October 2009.

There are other keepers who have 
adopted and named their decorated 
pandas. The keeper group who is the 
highest fund raiser over the entire Pandas 
on Parade event will be presented with their 
panda to keep forever. In addition they will 
win some great benefits to allow them to 
enjoy Wang Wang & Funi at Adelaide Zoo 
for the duration of their stay with us. 

And Pandas Can Fly!

Virgin Blue Engineering & 
Maintenance staff have come up with 
an environmentally friendly way of 
replacing worn out timber aircraft 
wheel chocks. Wheel chocks are used 
to secure parked aircraft when they 
are on the apron and are generally 
made of timber or plastic. Old timber 
chocks tend to wear out quickly and 
splinter therefore posing a hazard to 
ground staff. Instead of sourcing 
replacement chocks from overseas a 
number of innovative staff including 
Les Payne, Jeffrey Aquilina and Peter 
Donahoo put their heads together and 
came up with the idea of sourcing 
locally made recycled plastic chocks.

Across Australia approximately 
1,000 timber chocks are currently in 
use by the airline. An initial order of 
500 plastic chocks was placed with 
Advanced Plastic Recyclers and delivery 
is expected shortly. Over two tonnes of 
PET bottles, plastic wrap and old 
irrigation pipes will be recycled as part 
of the production of the initial 500. 
This is a great example of a solution 
that is cheaper and better for the 
environment, as well as demonstrating 
a useful product that is made from 
recycled plastics.
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Our panda “Xiang”


